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Accessibility
On The Web
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Accessibility on The Web
Communicate information to users

Name + Role + Value (+ Interaction)

“Book tickets, button, press enter to activate”

Covered in Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG)
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Source: 
Semantics to Screen Readers, by Melanie Richards
alistapart.com/article/semantics-to-screen-readers
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The Accessibility Cake
Markup + Styling + Interactivity

Source: 

http://simplyaccessible.com/article/the-access
ibility-stack/

http://simplyaccessible.com/article/the-accessibility-stack/
http://simplyaccessible.com/article/the-accessibility-stack/
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Common Issues
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Heading Order

Headings provide the outline for the document.

They must be consistently nested in the source.
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Form Labels

Labels provide visual guidance and hierarchy

Labels expose the accessible name of the input

Placeholders don’t count!
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>50%
Of home pages on the web, don’t have labels

Source: https://webaim.org/projects/million/#wcag

https://webaim.org/projects/million/#wcag
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Missing Image Alt Text

Images, both as <img> and <svg>:

● If they are content, need alternative text
● If they are decorative, should be marked as such
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68%
Of home pages on the web, don’t have alt text

Source: https://webaim.org/projects/million/#wcag

https://webaim.org/projects/million/#wcag
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On a bad day, or tight 
deadline, even the most 
diligent person will get 
things wrong
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Pause and ponder, 
with types



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis



@isfotis

“In this codebase, we 
care about form labels”
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“What is my purpose?”
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Types will not solve 
everything...
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There are layers of 
expertise, visible and 
invisible work
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Types can help you ask 
the right questions
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Types can help make 
the work visible
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References
● Tessa Kelly’s `accessible-html` package for Elm

● Sara Soueidan on Accessible SVG icons

● Scott O’ Hara on Contextually Marking up images

● References to labels

https://package.elm-lang.org/packages/tesk9/accessible-html/latest/
https://www.sarasoueidan.com/blog/accessible-icon-buttons/
https://www.scottohara.me/blog/2019/05/22/contextual-images-svgs-and-a11y.html
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Thanks!
Want to work with me? 

Futurice is hiring (futurice.com/careers/)

Get in touch
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fotis@fpapado.com

Let’s chat in the breaks!

https://www.futurice.com/careers/
mailto:fotis@fpapado.com
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Thanks!

HELP :)


