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accessibility is everyone’s 
responsibility
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we work in imperfect 
organisations
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accessibility isn’t part of 
MVP
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we don't have any disabled 
users



our sphere of control
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habits to build
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detect common issues

boost with some quick-win     
refactoring

learn by finding bugs in the 
browser

! 

🚀  

🐞  
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add accessibility linting with 
eslint-plugin-jsx-a11y

https://www.npmjs.com/package/eslint-plugin-jsx-a11y


jsx-a11y

catch common errors, e.g:

@s_aitchison bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer



jsx-a11y

catch common errors, e.g:

@s_aitchison bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

• meaningful alt text on images 



jsx-a11y

catch common errors, e.g:

@s_aitchison bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

• meaningful alt text on images 
• association of labels with inputs 



jsx-a11y

catch common errors, e.g:
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• meaningful alt text on images 
• association of labels with inputs 
• no non-interactive elements with 
click listeners 
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commit to 2 key pieces of 
refactoring
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refactoring: 1

replace divs with semantic 
alternatives
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Authors are strongly 
encouraged to view 

the <div> element as an element 
of last resort, for when no other 

element is suitable
- W3C
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using landmarks correctly allows 
screen reader users to find and 
skip to relevant content more 
easily

landmarks
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<header> 
<footer> 
<nav> 
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<main> 
<aside> 
<section>

landmarks



<header>
*banner
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<footer>
*contentinfo
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<nav>
*navigation
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<main>
*main
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<aside>
*complementary
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<section>
*region
(only if labelled/titled)
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lists

ensure lists are marked up using 
<ul> and <li> to give screen 

reader users context 
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if you used .map() to create a 
set of elements for display, they 

should probably be <li> 
elements and displayed in a list
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refactoring: 2

audit your headings
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68.8% of respondents said their 
first action on a web page is to 

navigate by heading levels
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- WebAIM 2019 screen reader user survey

https://webaim.org/projects/screenreadersurvey8/




headings

an invisible heading is better 
than no headings at all
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heading levels

think of heading levels in terms 
of structure, not style
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• Find a pet for adoption <h1> 
• Meet our dogs <h2> 
• Meet our cats <h2> 
• New arrivals! <h2> 
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heading structure
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heading structure

= 😸 + 🐶 + ?
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heading structure



• Find a pet for adoption <h1> 
• Meet our dogs <h2> 
• Meet our cats <h2> 

• New arrivals! <h3> 
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heading structure

= 😸



- only one <h1> per page 

- only increase by one 
level at a time
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verify your code in the browser 
with an accessibility checker, e.g. 

axe or wave
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https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/axe-web-accessibility-tes/lhdoppojpmngadmnindnejefpokejbdd
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/wave-evaluation-tool/jbbplnpkjmmeebjpijfedlgcdilocofh


axe / wave

catch common errors, e.g:
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axe / wave

catch common errors, e.g:
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• colour contrast 
• heading levels skipped 
• duplicate or missing landmarks 





check your work is operable by 
keyboard alone
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keyboard operability
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• verify you can tab to every interactive 
element (shift + tab to go backwards)
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keyboard operability
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• verify you can tab to every interactive 
element (shift + tab to go backwards)

• check the current focus is clearly 
visible

• ensure the tab order is logical
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keyboard operability

@s_aitchison bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

• verify you can tab to every interactive 
element (shift + tab to go backwards)

• check the current focus is clearly 
visible

• ensure the tab order is logical
• test interacting with elements



check your code works for 
screen reader users
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if you used an aria attribute, you 
should check your code with a 

screen reader

a reasonable minimum:



screen reader / browser combos
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• Windows: NVDA + Firefox 

• MacOS: VoiceOver + Safari

Based on user behaviour reported in the 
WebAIM 2019 Screen Reader User Survey



key screen reader skills
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⌘ + F5



key screen reader skills
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• switch on and off

ctrl +⌥ + right/left 
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• read parts of the page



key screen reader skills
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• switch on and off

ctrl +⌥ + spacebar

• read parts of the page
• interact with items



your new pre-push checklist
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pre-push checklist
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pre-push checklist
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pre-push checklist

@s_aitchison bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

refactor for semantics & 
heading structure
verify in axe/wave
check with keyboard
check with screen reader *✅  

✅  
✅  

✅  



further reading

upyoura11y.com

slides + resource links
bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

@s_aitchison bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

http://www.upyoura11y.com
http://bit.ly/a11y-focused-developer

