The Nine Biggest Design
Mistakes You're Making

(Okay maybe not all but maybe some!)
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Hi, I'm Tracy!
@limedaring
(daring, not darling)

glides (aleo gspeakerdeck
username)
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You start every design
project from scratch with
no 1nspiration.
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NOT SUREIFI'M AGOOD
DEVELOP

memegenerator.net
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Don't be afraid of
imitation.
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Good artists copy, great artists steal.

— Palble Picasse —

AZ QUOTES
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“THE BAD ARTISTS
IMITATE, THE GREAT

ARTISTS STEAL.”
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Io THINGS NoBoDY TOLD You ABOUT BEING CREATIWVE

AVSTIN KLEeN
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Websites

site .
Inspire

Latest from the Showcase

l'ismn

WHAT WE SAW
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&MLQ,Q,QQ, Shots Designers Blog Podcast Meetups Jobs Hiring eee Sign up

What are you working on? Dribbble is where designers get inspired and hired.

Continue —

Looking to hire a designer? Learn more

Popular Shots Now

VISIT

o

Ill....
] .
F G

St. John

@ Jay Fletcher Netguru @ VuTI « Burnt Toast Creative @ Nick Kumbari

A Q
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Gallery Podcasts Articles Radar Thelron Yard Events Search

LATEST PODCAST

am Hutchison \ BizCraft Episode 59: Sustainability and

how not to be a jerk doing it

In this Episode of BizCraft we answer a

BIZ(RAF] listener question, we discuss

sustainability and how not to be a jerk
—— doing it

DRIVEN BY OUR
CLIENTS SUCCESS.

NEWS & ARTICLES

Accelerated Mobile Pages

A different approach to improving your
web pages’ speed by 51 Degrees.

@ 919.829.9600 INFO@HUTCHLAW.COM @ @HUTCHLAW
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Think critically about what
makes a design good/bad.
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O Features Business Explore Marketplace Pricing Search GitHub Signin ©' Signup

Username

Bullt for e
developers

GItHub 1s a development platform inspired by

Password

™ ~ - P ~ NN # |
wlreale a passworag

the way you work. From open source to

Use at |least one |letter, one numeral, and seven

business, you can host and review code, characters.

manage projects, and build software alongside
millions of other developers.

By clicking "Sign up for GitHub", you agree to our terms of
service and privacy policy. We'll occasionally send you

account related emails.
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2.

Your design is cluttered
with too many fonts, colors,
and misalignments.
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Line things up — pixel differences
are definitely unconsciously noticed.

TRACY OSBORN (@limedaring CODE EUROPE



An underlying grid gives a
feeling of cohesiveness.
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CONSISTENT SPACING

Having a consistent spacing in the design will make your layout look more clean
and legible. This can help users have more breathing space to consume the
content in the app. We are using a 50px padding around the Get the Book
section. Between the book image and descriptions, there is 20px. Between the
description and the button is 50px.
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Use integrated CSS grid systems
and guides as a shortcut.
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Bootstrap Documentation Examples Themes Expo Bilog

Layout

Options for structuring your pages with Bootstrap, including global
styles, required scaffolding, grid system, and more.

Grid system —

Bootstrap includes a powerful mobile-first grid system for building layouts of all shapes and Getting started
sizes. It's based on a 12 column layout and has multiple tiers, one for each media query range.

You can use it with Sass mixins or our predefined classes. Layout
Overview
Grid

COntentS Media object

e How it works HResponsive utilities

* Quick start example

Content
e Grid options
o Components
e Sass mixins
o Variables About
o Mixins Migration
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= LJRB Foundation

— N

TRACY OSBORN (@limedaring

Showcase Develop Tutorials Get Involved Docs

Foundation

The most advanced responsive front-end
framework in the world.

_ ’
% 25.5k GitHub stars
¥ @ZURBfoundation

N

g

foundation.zurb.com CODE EUROPE



A dead simple, responsive bollerplate.

¥ f——

Light as a feather at ~400 lines & Styles designed to be a starting Quick to start with zero compiling
built with mobile in mind. point, not a Ul framework. or installing necessary.
INTRO CODE EXAMPLES MORE
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Demos Devlools: Grid Inspector Resources

,
css grid

CSS Grid simplifies existing layout patterns
and adds new possibilities for graphic design.

layout. inspect. design.

It's a layout framework —
without the framework.

aw e - -
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Avoid using a lot
of different colors.

Keep your colors complimentary.

Use mostly neutrals + one brighter
color for important bits.
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Shortcut:
Use color palette websites
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Gz Adobe Color CC Create Explore My Themes A SIGNIN F4\ Adobe

Color Rule

«

() Complementary
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*  Colormind 32 Website Colors M Templates B Image Upload f ¥

® 9

A3DAB5S 519D72 72635F D89B30 F3B8A3

Colormind is a color scheme generator that uses deep Different datasets are loaded each day, check back
~ a
learning. It can learn color styles from photographs, tomorrow for even more color inspiration. Visit the
movies, and popular art. blog for tech info or have a look at our API
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Avoid using a lot of
different typefaces and fonts.
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Keep the number of fonts low — two different fonts is
usually a good rule of thumb.

Use fancy/display fonts sparingly — very cluttery.

Vary weights (bold), style (italics), and transforms
(uppercase, etc.) to differentiate bits.
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Tracy Oshorn

loves to chat about
entrepreneurship, teaching,

design, development, and more.

vy f OO & N

Categories

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
SPEAKING
INSTRUCTIONALS
DESIGN

DEVELOPMENT

ALITHORSHIP

ABOUT

WRITING WORK SPEAKING CONTACT

Learning design vs. becoming a
designer

One of the criticism's of the Hello Web Design book is whether teaching folks how to
design will take away work from professional designers.

Specifically, on Twitter recently:

"So, let me get this r{g/7t. .. she wants to bc//o Pcop/c D.L.Y. their work, which means real
dcs[gncrs won't be hired)/, Pa/'c/? "

As a "real"” designer (degree in Art & Design from Cal Poly SLO, and
building websites for, yes, 20 years), I get where this person is coming
from. We often see folks asking about hiring a designer, and inevitably someone
chimes up that the original poster should just do it themselves ("because it isn't that
hard.") It's hard finding jobs as a freelance designer, made harder because folks want

cheap, fast design and seem to not care about quality.



ABOUT

Tracy Osborn

loves to chat about entrepreneurship,
teaching, design, development, and more.

Categories

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
SPEAKING
INSTRUCTIONALS
DESIGN
DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORSHIP

WRITING WORK SPEAKING CONTACT

Learning design vs. becoming a
designer

One of the criticism's of the Hello Web Design book is whether teaching folks how to
design will take away work from professional designers.

Specifically, on Twitter recently:

"So, let me get this right... she wants to help people D.LY. their work, which means real
designers won't be hired /paid?"

As a "real” designer (degree in Art & Design from Cal Poly SLO, and building websites
for, yes, 20 years), I get where this person is coming from. We often see folks asking
about hiring a designer, and inevitably someone chimes up that the original poster
should just do it themselves ("because it isn't that hard.") It's hard finding jobs as a
freelance designer, made harder because folks want cheap, fast design and seem to not

care about quality.

Tlaws v At iven e IMeet T vsrvmnmer n 1ot AL At e Lt v varver ]l Tlown A brmevbcces Taceond mnee SoceonAdd Loy



EXPERIENCE

Limedaring limedaring.com
SPEAKING, FREELANCE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT
May 2010 - present

Personal brand. Keynote speaker on design, open source
community, and learning to code with 32 engagements in the last
two years. Client work providing design and development work
with startups, such as Docker, Rapportive (acq. LinkedIn), Joy,
Briefmetrics, and Third Workplace.

SELECTED SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

PyCon Ireland (Keynote) - Oct. 2017
Web Unleashed - Sept. 2017
DjangoCon US (Keynote) - Aug. 2017
EuroPython (Keynote) - Jul. 2017
DjangoCon Europe - Apr. 2017
CUSEC (Keynote) - Jan. 2017

WeddingLovely, Inc. weddinglovely.com

FOUNDER & CEO
Jan. 2011 - present

500 Startups Fall 2011 accelerator batch.

Wedding vendor marketplace and planning application. 8,500

PROJECTS

Hello Web Books  hellowebbooks.com
AUTHOR & PUBLISHER

Book series and video courses teaching beginner web design
(Hello Web Design) and web app development with Python &
Django (Hello Web App).

Owned entire end-to-end process from the printing process, to
shipping logistics, to promotion and community building.
Effectively operating a small publishing company.

Raised over $48,000 in total on Kickstarter and available on
Amazon. Thousands of readers worldwide.

EDUCATION

California Polytechnic State University
BFA ART & DESIGN, CONC. GRAPHIC DESIGN

San Luis Obispo, California
Sept. 2002 - June 2007

Computer Science from Sept. 2002 to Mar. 2014.
Art & Design from Mar. 2004 to June 2007.



3.

Your design lacks
white space.
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ABOUT WRITING WORK SPEAKING CONTACT

T'ra,(}'y Osborn isan outdoorsy designer, developer, author, and entreprenerd living in
Toronto, Ontanrio.

PROJECTS RECENT WRITING

Overview and lessons learned from running my third
Kickstarter campaign

My Kickstarter campaign for my third book, Hello Web Design, wrapped up
about a month ago, raising $22,362. Not bad! This is my third Kickstarter
(previously: Hello Web App, Hello Web App: Intermediate Concepts) and
over the last few years, ...

UPCOMING SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
CONTACT ME as25/177  Web Unleashed Toronto, Ontario
/16717 Release Notes Chicago, Illinois

Yy f O =
/2277 PyConIreland Dublin, Ireland

ABOUT WRITING WORK SPEAKING CONTACT



Try giving your designs
more space than you initially
feel comfortable with.

TRACY OSBORN (@limedaring CODE EUROPE



ABOUT WRITING WORK SPEAKING CONTACT

T'ra,(}'y Osborn isan outdoorsy designer, developer, author, and entreprenerd living in
Toronto, Ontanrio.

PROJECTS RECENT WRITING

Overview and lessons learned from running my third
Kickstarter campaign
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ABOUT WRITING WORK SPEAKING CONTACT

TTacy OSbOT'n is an outdoorsy designer, developer, author, and
entreprenerd living in Toronto, Ontario.

PROJECTS RECENT WRITING

Overview and lessons learned from
running my third Kickstarter campaign

My Kickstarter campaign for my third book, Hello Web
Design, wrapped up about a month ago, raising $22,362.
Not bad! This is my third Kickstarter (previously: Hello Web
App, Hello Web App: Intermediate Concepts) and over the

last few years, ...

CONTACT ME

N
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Express Doubts

Iraqis spent much of the

day crowding around

televisions to watch replays

of a video showing Saddam

Hussein at the gallows.

- Obituary: A Dictator Who Ruled
Iraq With Viclence and Fear

- B VIDEO: The Times's Marc
Santora on the Execution

- Times Topics: Saddam Hussein

On the Gallows,
Curses for U.S. and
“Traitors’
Saddam Hussein never
bowed his head, until his
neck snapped.

- EM VIDEO: At the Gallows

NEWS ANALYSIS
Hussein Divides
Iraq in His Death
as He Did in Life
By SABRINA TAVERNISE
Saddam Hussein has faded
from relevance in the life of
evervday Iraq, butin many
ways the country isliving
the legacy he built.

- Complete Coverage »
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Washington
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was brought to the Capitol
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Traffic Jam
Aldes Ordered

KE 10:32 PM ET
.-\. series of emails shows that
aides to Gov. Chris Christie
of New Jersey told officials
to close lanes on the George
Washington Bridge, in what
appeared to be political
retribution.

= 2005 Comments
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Democrats and
G.O.P. Put Political

Focus on Inequality
BvJEREMY W, PETERSS:02PMET
As the two parties offer
different prescriptions,
income inequality is taking
on unanticipated
prominence at the beginning
of amidterm election year.

BlackRock Agrees to

Stop Pursuing
Nonpublic Views

By GRETCHEN MORGENSON
10:01 PM ET
As part of a settlement with

the New York attorney
general, the asset
management company
agreed to no longer ask
S ferg S

-
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Plunging Temperatures Test Utilities

By CLIFFORD KRAUSS

Several utility companies have recently announced
increases in their retail electricity rate as they struggle to

meet peak periods of demand, especially after the cold snap.

With Freeze, a Chance to Kill Off Invasive Species
By LISA W. FODERARC

Entomologists have welcomed the below-zero
temperatures as a good way to rid the region of
some pests that are threatening treasured local
tree and plant species.

U.S. to List Those Tied to 12 Attack as Terrorists
Ev DAVIDD. KIRKPATRICK

The designations would be the government’s first formal
accusations of responsibility for the Benghaz attack.

A Redesxgn of MoMA Does Not Spare a Neighbor
By ROEBIN POGREBIN

The Museum of Modern Art unveiled a
sweeping redesign of its Midtown building and
reaffirmed its intention to demolish the former
American Folk Art Museum.
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Cutting taxes while helping

businesses and favoring the

wealthy was at the heart of

his political agenda in New

York.
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White space makes a website feel
more professional and luxurious.
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White space makes your website
easier to use — affecting your
bottom line.
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SOl Ik ColorQube 8580 $50% 00 $74% 0O $1.045 00
Cyan (108R00526 $154 99 $154 99 $154 99 )
Magera (108R00527 $154.99 $154.99 §154 99 oORd W o .
Yellow (108200828 $154 08 $154 60 $154 66 Cyan (108R00S2S) 15498 $'5499 $'54 99
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AGd o cant Add o can Add © can

"By replacing the extra links around the Add to Cart buttons with
whitespace, Xerox saw a 20% improvement in engagement, 5% boost in

products added to cart,and a 33% improvement in customers continuing through
purchase.”

https.//studio.uxpin.com/blog/ux-case-study-designing-whitespace-to-improve-conversions/




Reduce visual clutter, by keeping the
number of fonts and colors low, add
white space, and line things up.

Aim for a “clean” design.

TRACY OSBORN (@limedaring CODE EUROPE



4.

Your content 1s
lacks contrast.
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@ PATTERNS SURPRISE ME

FORMS  DATA & CONTENT MANAGEMENT  GUIDING THEUSER  LAYOUT & NAVIGATION  USER SCREENS

CURRENCY INPUT

DATE INPUT

DATE RANGE

FORGIVING INPUT FORMAT
GOOD DEFAULTS

INPUT VALIDATION

MULTIPLE VALUE SELECTION

NUMERIC VALUES
PASSWORD FIELDS
SINGLE VALUE SELECTION

TIME INPUT

Problem

The user needs to enter some data into a field and doesn’t want to worry about how the data is formatted.

Solution

t is possible that the user doesn't exactly know how format the data. By accepting multiple formats and variations in
the input fields, interpretation is left to the system rather than the user who is not forced to think about it in the

correct wavy.

Use this to reduce the anxiety the user might have of entering information in an unsupported format and increase

form completion

Use real-time search for suggesting the correctly formatted value. It is easy for the user to pick the correct value from

a short list of options.

' ; ' Implement these patterns and more with Mobiscroll (Tools for productive developers)
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Trump’s lawyer says he wrote president’s tweet about Fly1 »

Feinstein: Senate Russia probe building obstruction case

against Trump

Lieu: Trump committing obstruction of justice ‘in plain vie\ »

a Did other Trump associates know about Flynn and Russia »

\ . contacts?

l Congressman: ‘Collusion is hiding in plain sight’ >

GOP tax plan is ‘irresponsible and reckless,” Schmidt says »

A

1 watch video >
OF

»
10 o v 7 iE/ ER NYT: Emails dispute WH claims that Flynn acted -

Trump tweet suggests he knew Flynn lied to FBI >

Why Flynn likely gave up big names to Robert Mueller >

independently on Russia
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Make sure you have enough
contrast between your content
and the background.
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\/\/e b/ \”\/\ ! services articles resources community

web accessibility in mind

Search WebAIM
Introduction to Web Accessibility

WebAIM Training

Color Contrast Checker 2 Related Resources

Home > Resources > Color Contrast Checker

* Quick Reference: Testing Web
Content for Accessibility

* (Constructing a POUR Website
Contrast Ratio * Web Accessibility for
#0000FF 1

Foreground Color Background Color

#FFFFFF 8 5 9 .1 Designers
Lightness Lightness y ‘ * Links having a 3:1 Contrast
Ratio with Surrounding Text
_ _ permaunk M‘l
Normal Text

WCAG AA:
NCAG AAA- B -1

The five boxing wizards jump quickly.
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(Tidbit: Too much contrast can
also causeissues.)
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A good rule of thumb: Set your minimum to half (or
less) of what you actually would like to raise.

My Kickstarter’s minimum was $15,000, which tells you that I was really

aiming for $30,000. So while my campaign looks wildly successful, it

actually hit less than I was aiming for.

A couple reasons why you should aim your campaign for less than you want:

« With Kickstarter, you don’t get your cash unless you hit your

minimum, so it would suck to raise less than you hoped and not get

anything.

« A lot of folks will only jump on already-successful campaigns, so by

setting your minimum lower, you can psychologically induce more folks

to pledge.

This leads to quite a few frustrating conversations. I emailed a lot of folks to
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A good rule of thumb: Set your minimum to half (or
less) of what you actually would like to raise.

My Kickstarter’s minimum was $15,000, which tells you that I was really

aiming for $30,000. So while my campaign looks wildly successful, it

actually hit less than I was aiming for.

A couple reasons why you should aim your campaign for less than you want:

« With Kickstarter, you don’t get your cash unless you hit your

minimum, so it would suck to raise less than you hoped and not get

anything.

« A lot of folks will only jump on already-successful campaigns, so by

setting your minimum lower, you can psychologically induce more folks

to pledge.
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S.

Your content is hard to
read and understand.
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Wild Animals I Have Known
By Emest Thompson Seton

These stories are true. Although I have left the strict line of historical truth in many places, the animals in this book were all real characters. They lived the lives I have depicted, and showed the
mnmofbaoixmandperwaalitymcsuonglybyfarﬂmnithnbecnimhepowcrofmypcnmcll.‘

I believe that natural history has lost much by the vague general treatment that is so common. What satisfaction would be derived from a ten-page sketch of the habits and customs of Man?
How much more profitable it would be to devote that space to the life of some one great man. This is the principle I have endeavored to apply to my animals. The real personality of the
individual, and his view of life are my theme, rather than the ways of the race in general, as viewed by a casual and hostile human eye.

This may sound inconsistent in view of my having pieced together some of the characters, but that was made necessary by the fragmentary nature of the records. There is, however, almost no
deviation from the truth in Lobo, Bingo, and the Mustang.

Lobo lived his wild romantic life from 1889 to 1894 in the Currumpaw region, as the ranchmen know too well, and died, precisely as related, on January 31, 1894.

Bingo was my dog from 1882 to 1888, in spite of interruptions, caused by lengthy visits to New York, as my Manitoban friends will remember. And my old friend, the owner of Tan, will leam
from these pages how his dog really died.

The Mustang lived not far from Lobo in the early nineties. The story is given strictly as it occurred, excepting that there is a dispute as to the manner of his death. According 1o some testimony
he broke his neck in the corral that he was first taken to. Old Turkeytrack is where he cannot be consulted to settle it.

Wally is, in a sense, a compound of two dogs; both were mongrels, of some collie blood, and were raised as sheep-dogs. The first part of Wully is given as it happened, after that it was known
only that he became a savage, treacherous sheep-Killer. The details of the second part belong really to another, a similar yaller dog, who long lived the double-life — -a faithful sheep-dog by day,
and a bloodthirsty, treacherous monster by night. Such things are less rare than is supposed, and since writing these stories I have heard of another double-lived sheep-dog that added to its night
amusements the crowning barbarity of murdering the smaller dogs of the neighborhood. He had killed twenty, and hidden them in a sandpit, when discovered by his master. He died just as
Waully did.

All told, I now have information of six of these Jekyll-Hyde dogs. In cach case it happened to be a collie.

Redruff really lived in the Don Valley north of Toronto, and many of my companions will remember him. He was Killed in 1889, between the Sugar Loaf and Castle Frank, by a creatre
whose name I have withheld, as it is the species, rather than the individual, that I wish to expose.




It was the White Rabbit, trotting slowly back again, and looking anxiously about as it went, as if it had lost something; and
she heard it muttering to itself "The Duchess! The Duchess! Oh my dear paws! Oh my fur and whiskers! She'll get me
executed, as sure as ferrets are ferrets! Where CAN | have dropped them, | wonder?'



It was the White Rabbit, trotting slowly back again, and looking anxiously about as it went, as if it had lost something; and
she heard it muttering to itself "The Duchess! The Duchess! Oh my dear paws! Oh my fur and whiskers! She'll get me

executed, as sure as ferrets are ferrets! Where CAN | have dropped them, | wonder?'

It was the White Rabbit, trotting slowly back again, and looking anxiously
about as it went, as if it had lost something; and she heard it muttering to

itself "The Duchess! The Duchess! Oh my dear paws! Oh my fur and
whiskers! She'll get me executed, as sure as ferrets are ferrets! Where CAN |

have dropped them, | wonder?’



CSS'TRICKS flexbox

2

Bookmarklet to Colorize Text

- Between 45 and 75 Characters
- (for line-length testing)

Recently at the CSS Dev Talk, | attended Clarissa Peterson's talk on responsive web

typography. One part of it was about line length and readability. Of course, there
are exceptions to every rule and your mileage may vary, but the traditional
thinking is that body copy (long text, multiple paragraphs, takes more than a
glance to read...) should be between 45 and 75 characters per line to be

css-tricks.com/bookmarklet-colorize-text-45-75-characters-line-length-testing/
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Content principles

Less is more
Big paragraphs are a sign of clutter.

Break into bullets if you can.
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Please note that although
Chrome is supported for both
Mac and Windows operating
systems, it is recommended
that all users of this site switch
to the most up-to-date version
of the Firefox web browser for
the best possible results.
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Please note that although

Chrome is supported for both For best results, use the
Mac and Windows operating latest version of Firefox.
systems, it is recommended Chrome for Mac and

that all users of this site switch —>
to the most up-to-date version
of the Firefox web browser for

the best possible results.

Windows is also
supported.
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We made a bunch of changes:
The registration chapter has
been split in two, between
adding registration and then
associating users with objects.
The chapter was giant before so
this makes it more manageable.
Screenshots of the admin have
been updated to reflect the new
Django 1.9 styles. The few minor
typos have been fixed. Updated
the version of django-
registration-redux that we use to
1.3. Last but not least, the
Introduction has been updated.

We made a bunch of changes:

» The registration chapter has
been split in two, between
adding registration and then
associating users with objects.
The chapter was giant before so
this makes it more manageable.

» Screenshots of the admin have
been updated to reflect the new
Django 1.9 styles.

+ The few minor typos have been
fixed.

» Updated the version of django-

registration-redux that we use

to 1.3.

Introduction has been updated.
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We made a bunch of changes:

The registration chapter has
been split in two, between
adding registration and then
associating users with objects.
The chapter was giant before
so this makes it more
manageable.

Screenshots of the admin have
been updated to reflect the
new Django 1.9 styles.

The few minor typos have
peen fixed.

egistration-redux that we use
to 1.3.

Introduction has been updated.

Updated the version of django-

We made a bunch of changes:

+ The registration chapter has

been split in two, between
adding registration and then
associating users with objects.
The chapter was giant before so
this makes it more manageable.

» Screenshots of the admin have

been updated to reflect the
new Django 1.9 styles.

The few minor typos have been
fixed.

+ Updated the version of django-

registration-redux that we use
to 1.5.

* [ntroduction has been updated.
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We made a bunch of changes:

* The registration chapter has
been split in two, between adding
registration and then associating
users with objects. The chapter
was giant before so this makes it
more manageable.

» Screenshots of the admin have
been updated to reflect the new
Django 1.9 styles.

* The few minor typos have been
fixed.

+ Updated the version of django-
registration-redux that we use to
1.3.

* [ntroduction has been updated.
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We made a bunch of changes:

» The registration chapter has been split in
two, between adding registration and then
associating users with objects. The chapter
was giant before so this makes it more
manageable.

 Screenshots of the admin have been

updated to reflect the new Django 1.9 styles.

* The few minor typos have been fixed.

» Updated the version of django-registration-
redux that we use to 1.3.

* |Introduction has been updated.
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0.

Your headlines don’t explain
what the product is and
aren't exciting.
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Headlines:

Talk benefits, not details.
Keep it short.

Use natural, friendly language.
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START HERE FAQ BLOG WORKSHOPS PRESS BUY

LEARN HOW TO
__BUILD A WEB'APP

Design and'build your owncustom web app.using Python and Django.
[ailored for non-programmers, written by a designer.
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Why we do what we do Careers ( 1800 932 776

Webp rOﬁtS Our Approach Services Blog Portfolio About Contact

Case study: How a simple headline
change improved conversions by
52.8%

by Alex Cleanthous - Get more articles like this sent to your email here

| often talk about the importance that a headline plays in the performance of a
website, but it can be hard to understand what kind of impact it can really have

without seeing it in action.

So in this article I'll share a case study on how a simple headline change

improved conversions by 52.8%.

What we tested?

Wilson HTM is an investment group listed on the ASX. They came to Web



7.

It's hard for your users to find
what you want them to do.
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Purchase flow Style Edit O Preview Save changes

A

eBook Hello Web App Package (PDF,

ePub, Mobi)

By n Tracy Osborn

The eBook Hello Web App package: All eBook
files (PDF, .ePub, and .mobi)

For more information, visit
http: llowebapp.com




What's the most important
action on your design?

Make it easy to find and use.
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I believe folks who know a bit
about design will be more
likely to hire a professional
designer when the time is
right. I'm a designer, and
even I hire designers for
things bigger than me. And if
you agree, you should join
my newsletter.

I believe folks who know a bit
about design will be more
likely to hire a professional
designer when the time is
right. I'm a designer, and
even I hire designers for
things bigger than me.

If you agree, you should
join my newsletter.
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Features How It Works Support Buy Now

Your Car, Your Way

Vinli brings an endless range of apps to your car, from
safety to entertainment to onboard WiFi.
The open road has never been this open.

» See it in action
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wealthfront Engineering

3 Ways to Integrate Thrd-Prty Metrics into Your
Data Platform

From both a company and engineering standpoint, Wealthfront values making

Kevin Yeh

decisions backed by quantitative methods. As noted in our previous blog post,
Statistics is Eating the World, the key to enabling decisions backed by data is to
build a platform that is automated and can scale across all aspects of our
business. One of the [...]

November 24, 2015

How We Avoid A/B Testing Errors with Shrinkage

At Wealthfront, we use A/B tests to make our services more effective,

¥

Martin Loncaric . ) . .
informative, and convenient. Each A/B test consists of two or more variants of a

feature or design, which we expose to visitors at random until we have have
enough data to infer which is better. In a previous post, we explained why we [...]

October 29, 2015

Testing JavaScript Modules

In our previous post we outlined benefits of writing JavaScript in modules. One

Eli White
benefit we didn’t mention was how much more testable JavaScript modules are.

In your test file you can require the module under test and let the require system
import any dependencies. The goal of this post is to outline some of the [...]

October 13, 2015

Advice for the Transition from College to Industry
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Your design takes
too long to download.
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Web service

Mac app

ImageOptim makes images load faster

Removes bloated metadata. Saves disk space & bandwidth by compressing images without losing quality.

I Download for Free | Other versions

Requires macOS 10.6+. It's Free and Open Source. Donate.

File
W/ icon.png

4 picture.jpg

+ Saved 59.5KB out of 214.5KB. 41.9% per file on average (up to 61.2%)

Faster web pages and apps

Reduces image file sizes — so they
take up less disk space and download

faster — by applying advanced

TRACY OSBORN (@limedaring

ImageOptim
Size v Savings

11,195 61.2%
143,772 22.6%

& Again

Best tools with dragn'drop

Image files scrubbed clean

Seamlessly combines all the best
Image optimization tools: MozJPEG,
pngquant, Pngcrush, 7zip, SVGO and

Removes invisible junk: private EXIF
metadata from digital cameras,

embedded thumbnails, comments,
olor profile noale Zopfl

imageoptim.com
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How we use web fonts responsibly, or,
avoiding a @font-face-palm

Posted by Zach on 01/08/2015

02/16/2015 Note: There's an update to this article that recommends a slightly
better approach. You can find it here: Font Loading Revisited with Font Events

Using efont-face to load custom web fonts is a great feature to give our sites a
unigue and memorable aesthetic. However, when you use custom fonts on the
web using standard techniques, they can slow down page load speed and hamper
performance—both real and perceived. Luckily, we've figured out some methods
to apply them carefully to ensure your site correctly balances usability,

performance and style.

TRACY OSBORN @limedaring filamentgroup.com/lab/font-loading.html CODE EUROPE




WOI’k Get Started

Hiring Headqguarters BLOG RESOURCES FIND EXPERT TALENT

11 Tips to Optimize JavaScript And Improve Website
Loading and Rendering Speeds

Hiring Headqguarters Home > Web Development > 11 Tips to Optimize JavaScript And Improve Website Loading and Rendering Speeds

upwork.com/hiring/development/11-tips-to-optimize-javascript-and-improve-website-loading-speeds/
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PageSpeed Tools > Insights

GUIDES REFERENCE SAMPLES SUPPORT

PageSpeed Insights

n Make your web pages fast on all devices.

Enter a web page URL ANALYZE

Web Performance Give Feedback About PageSpeed Insights
Learn more about web performance tools at Google. Have comments or questions about PageSpeed Insights? PageSpeed Insights analyzes the content of a web page, then
Discuss on our mailing list. generates suggestions to make that page faster. Learn more.

TRACY OSBORN @limedaring developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/ CODE EUROPE




9.

Your design doesn’'t work
on phones and other
alternate sizes.
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] ETHAN
MARCOTTE

About Writing Contact

Hi there.

I'm Ethan Marcotte,
an independent web designer.

THAN
lllllllll

t whole Let’s work tc¢
1eSign thing. As you might imagine, |

sites that work everywhe

ign” a few
likes of People Magazine

[ started that whole
responsive design thing.

™ i 1l 00e )

----- Hi there.

['m Ethan Marcotte,
an independent web design

[t's nice to meet you.

TRACY 0SBORN @limedaring responsivedesign.is/examples/ethan-marcotte/ CODE EUROPE



Mobile internet usage surpasses desktop usage

for the first time in history

Yoni Heisler W @edibleapple
November 2nd, 2016 at 10:35 PM

tablets than they did from desktops or notebooks. According to data released by StatCounter earlier this week,

51.3% of all web visits last month came from mobile devices compared to 48.7% of visits from traditional

computing platforms.

DON’T MISS: We finally figured out why Google’s Pixel looks so much like an iPhone

The following chart is a snapshot of worldwide internet usage through October of this year and the result truly

speaks volumes.

m

For the first time in history, more users last month accessed the web from mobile devices like smartphones and

w-tatCeunter
&= GlobalStats

100%

—

Internet Usage Worldwide

October 2009 - October 2016

B Desktop I Mobile & Tablet

48.7%

TRENDING

TECH

Qualcomm is going to war against the
iPhone, and its best weapon is a 20-
year-old PDA

These Amazon best-sellers convert
any car’s headlights to LEDs for just
$25

TECH

It sounds like some MacBook Pro
changes are coming from Apple

Today’s best deals: Best-selling
soundbar, Philips Hue, Sonos
speakers, Christmas lasers, more

TECH
The Galaxy S9 wants to be an even

better desktop computer than its
predecessor
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Search... . . Containers
Responsive breakpoints Responsive

Since Bootstrap is developed to be mobile first, we use a handful of media queries to oreakpoints

create sensible breakpoints for our layouts and interfaces. These breakpoints are mostly
based on minimum viewport widths and allow us to scale up elements as the viewport
changes.

Getting started Z-index

Layout

Overview

Grid Bootstrap primarily uses the following media query ranges—or breakpoints—in our source

_ , Sass files for our layout, grid system, and components.
Media object

Utilities for layout Copy
// Extra small devices (portrait phones, less than 576px)

// No media query since this 1s the default in Bootstrap

Content
Components // Small devices (landscape phones, 576px and up)
Utilities @media (min-width: 576px) { ... }
Extend // Medium devices (tablets, 768px and up)
Migration @media (min-width: 768px) { ... }
About // Large devices (desktops, 992px and up)

@media (min-width: 992px) { ... }

// Extra large devices (large desktops, 1200px and up)
@media (min-width: 1200px) { ... }

Since we write our source CSS in Sass, all our media queries are available via Sass mixins:

Copy
@include media-breakpoint-up(xs) { ... }



Some reassurances:
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My thought process, every time:
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My thought process, every time:

‘crap crap crap crap crap crap crap
crap crap crap crap crap crap crap
crap crap crap crap crap crap crap
crap crap crap crap crap crap
..yes!”
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Thank you! Chat with me online:

@limedaring
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