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Hi, I'm Hidde
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at NL Design System 
  
participant at Open UI CG / CSS WG 
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“Why Isn't  
   Accessibility 
   easier?”

—a well intended web developer
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For users 

For content editors 

For web developers 

Loosely inspired by w3.org/TR/design-principles/#priority-of-constituencies
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Can tech help 
end users?
as remediation
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browsers
Could fix a small subset of 
accessibility issues in content 
automatically for end users

https://talks.hiddedevries.nl/KKW74X/could-browsers-fix-more-accessibility-problems-automatically
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Untruncate text

https://talks.hiddedevries.nl/KKW74X/could-browsers-fix-more-accessibility-problems-automatically

Force focus indication

Force colour contrast

Suppress autoplay of gifs and videos
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Can tech help 
content folk?
as assistants
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cms
Could help with accessibility  

in the authoring process
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Checks in  
Jooa11y,  
for Joomla 
(based on  
Sa11y)
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Checks in Editoria11y v2, for Drupal (Based on Sa11y) 
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https://jjameson.mycpanel.princeton.edu/editoria11y/
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@hdv

content tools
The CMS as an accessibility assistant

https://github.com/hidde/portable-text-a11y-validation
https://github.com/hidde/porta11y
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more validations while 
you create content
- Do headings have hierarchy? 
- Are links empty? 
- Does link that only contains 

image have non-empty 
alternative? 

…
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previews
If you can customise  
previews, you can  
preview accessibility 
(or lack thereof)
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Can tech help 
developers?
magic is a risk
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“ai”
Prompt-based front-end 
component generation

very risky

likely harmful
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“ai”
Captions and transcripts
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Can tech help 
developers?
“built-in”
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html
Could add new 
accessibility-by-default 
components
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html
Fix accessibility bugs 
in existing components
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design systems
With components, we can make 
accessibility reusable and repeatable

Sanity UI, Material UI
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design systems
With components, we can make 
accessibility reusable and repeatable

Sanity UI, Material UI

Warning: also 
inaccessibility
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design systems
With components, we can make 
accessibility reusable and repeatable

Document
Do's, don'ts, gotchas
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design systems
With components, we can make 
accessibility reusable and repeatable

complex components
For reuse in across front-end

mailto:hdv@front-end.social


@hdv@front-end.social / @hdv 

design systems
With components, we can make 
accessibility reusable and repeatable

tests per component
With tools like Storybook
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design systems
They can also contain guidelines and 
example templates
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Can tech help 
developers?
as an assistant
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automated 
checkers
They can also contain 
guidelines and example 
templates
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conclusion
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Conclusion:  
there are ways tools can help 
• Design systems make (in)accessibility reusable and repeatable  
• Browsers could auto-remediate more 
• HTML could have more accessible components built in  
• CMSes can be set up like accessibility assistants

but…
• “AI” can't be trusted to generate accessible components

• “AI” is great at recognising things, translation, captioning

mailto:hdv@front-end.social


@hdv@front-end.social / @hdv 

Thanks! 
• slides are on talks.hiddedevries.nl,  

will share on @hdv / @hdv@front-end.social 
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