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Accessibility, Inputs & JavaScript



Slides,  
Resources  
& Co.

https://r.ovl.design/jsvidcon

Twitter: @_ovlb

https://r.ovl.design/jsvidcon


Babelfish



https://www.w3.org/WAI/

W3C Web Accessibility Initiative

WAI



ARIA

Accessible Rich Internet Applications
https://www.w3.org/WAI/standards-guidelines/aria/



«WAI-ARIA provides a collection of accessibility 

states and properties […].»

ARIA
https://www.w3.org/TR/wai-aria/#usage



WCAG

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
https://www.w3.org/WAI/standards-guidelines/wcag/



A11Y

Shorthand for accessibility





«The power of the Web is in its universality. Access 

by everyone regardless of disability is an essential 

aspect.»

Tim Berners-Lee, 1997
https://www.w3.org/Press/IPO-announce



«98.1% of home pages had detectable WCAG 2 

failures!»

The WebAIM Million – WCAG CONFORMANCE
https://webaim.org/projects/million/



🤦

What happened?



Neglect







🙈

24% of organisations think they are WCAG 

compliant



👨👨👨👨👨👨👨👨👨👨



It’s not us. It’s society. 

But also us.





«Privilege is not my fault.  

But it is my responsibility.»

Tatiana Mac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzs_8e3Xhhc



Complexity



🚀



Accessibility is no rocket science.



WE NEED TO ACT.

If we don’t want to look like a bunch of 

overpaid bollocks.



Making the Web 
Accessible



COLLABORATION



«The only way this work gets done is if we start 

small, and if we work together.»

Ethan Marcotte – The web we broke
https://ethanmarcotte.com/wrote/the-web-we-broke/



USE SEMANTIC MARKUP.

And ARIA where applicable.



USE ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY.



ASK USERS.

They are the experts.



PUT ACCESSIBILITY IN THE 
DEFINITION OF DONE

… and be it your own.



Accessible Inputs



https://playground.owlish.dev/inclusive-inputs/



«56% of the 3.4 million form inputs identified were 

unlabeled (either via <label>, aria-label, 

or aria-labelledby), down from 59% in 

2019.»

The WebAIM Million – Form Labeling
https://webaim.org/projects/million/#labels







LABELING











aria-label







DON’T MAKE YOUR USERS GUESS. 

Unless you write the crosswords  

for the New York Times.







ACCESSIBLE ICON BUTTONS

https://www.sarasoueidan.com/blog/accessible-icon-buttons/



MARKING REQUIRED FIELDS







aria-hidden

Hide an element from Assistive 

Technology



HIDING ELEMENTS FROM SCREEN 
READERS USING aria-hidden

https://www.accessibility-developer-guide.com/examples/sensible-aria-usage/hidden/











REQUIRED ATTRIBUTE 
REQUIREMENTS

https://developer.paciellogroup.com/blog/2019/02/required-
attribute-requirements/



DESCRIBING FIELDS







aria-describedby

Describe an element using the text 

content of another



DESCRIBING aria-describedby

https://developer.paciellogroup.com/blog/2018/09/describing-aria-describedby/











Expanding the Toolbox

🧰



«The only way this work gets done is if we start 

small, and if we work together.»

Ethan Marcotte – The web we broke
https://ethanmarcotte.com/wrote/the-web-we-broke/



https://www.ovl.design/text/inclusive-inputs/





Slides,  
Resources  
& Co.

https://r.ovl.design/jsvidcon

Twitter: @_ovlb

https://r.ovl.design/jsvidcon


#LeaveNoOneBehind

https://www.flickr.com/photos/acampadabcnfoto/39943411872/



♡

Unbreak the web.

tournant 

https://ui.tournant.dev 
@tournantdev

http://www.ovl.design

