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:) Hi! Lorna, VP of Developer Experience at Redocly, OpenAPI Tech Steering Committee

My (many) API perspectives (code, docs, produce, consume, standards) and I want to share.



 

Ye olde treasure map. Write/generate. Lint. Docs.



Every API is different
Standard processes never quite fit.

@redocly ~ @lornajane ~ @lornajane@indieweb.social

e.g. Crafted OpenAPI, lint, test mocks, publish docs.

e.g. Generated OpenAPI, enrich with an Overlay, push to gateway, filter internal out of docs.

Common patterns. Gathering, transforming, distributing.

Pieces of (pipe) different shapes, what and why.



Gather Inputs
•Fetch/Generate OpenAPI descriptions
• If differing standards apply, lint now
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If you're generating, do that.

Microservices or multiple components, an update triggers pipeline. Docs-as-code has descriptions in repos/packages.



Combine and Enrich
•Combine API descriptions
•Add summaries, descriptions, documentation
•Add examples, really good ones

@redocly ~ @lornajane ~ @lornajane@indieweb.social



•Overlays or Redocly Decorators for repeatable
edits

@redocly ~ @lornajane ~ @lornajane@indieweb.social

Code-first misses rich content, add it.

Use overlays/decorators.

Explain split/bundle and join - lint early to get original file location and sanity check.

Tech Writers or DevEx people are specialists, if not design-time collaborators, then fix it now.

Examples rant is GO



Run Checks
•Check description meets expected standards
•Run API tests against mock servers (Arazzo

describes flows)
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Check for naming, OperationIds, Error responses, etc.

Linting levels: valid, compliant, consistent, delightful. Talk more.

Lint. Lint. Lint. Retrofit simple, and iterate. Exempt old APIs/Endpoints. There is no can't.



... the tide turns ...
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Inputs and additions are ready, prepare to output



Plan Destinations
•Docs: internal, external, partner
•API gateways
•SDK Generation
• ... other downstream tools
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OpenAPI is the source of truth, where does it go?



Filter
•Subset of API for one audience
•Filter private endpoints out
•Split up for easier publishing/sharing
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E.g. per-audience (admin APIs), or per-module APIs for convenience/pagination.

Maybe hand-picked endpoints for a Postman Collection or specific platform.

CAN describe things, even if not published everywhere. Tool works for us, not us work around it.

Achieve with tagging or extensions: x-internal, x-experimental. (3.2 experimental, tags)



Enhance
•Replace summary/descriptions for translated

docs output
•Hint to AI tools on costs
•Add metadata for downstream tools to use
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Add/update content for a specific destination only (after filter).

Translate descriptions, use Overlays to replace summary/description fields.

Add friendly deprecation information to SDK x-speakeasy-deprecation-message



Bundle
Some tools require a single file as input

@redocly ~ @lornajane ~ @lornajane@indieweb.social

Split specs need to bundle to one.

May also dereference, so no refs at all



 

Plot your own course. Visit one, or all of these. Go twice to some of them. Common patterns, for specific needs.



Resources
•https://lornajane.net
•https://redocly.com
•https://openapis.org
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https://lornajane.net
https://redocly.com
https://openapis.org
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