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Realpolitik 
Easier, as secure, & more open than: 

OAuth, X.509, SAML, Macaroons, 
MetaMask, WalletConnect, etc
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Be a Trojan Horse 
Build on widely 

supported, familiar,  
well-understood 

standards & tools
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Anatomy of a Capability
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Extensible fields
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Composable Standard Library
Ability (Cap) 
crud/create 
crud/read 
crud/update 
crud/destroy 

msg/send 
msg/receive 

group/ban 
group/join

Resource (URI) 
https: 
mailto: 
file: 
wnfs: 
dns: 
news: 

Under the Microscope🔬



ucan-ipld & CACAO
Under the Microscope🔬
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github.com/ucan-wg/ucan-ipld
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Capability Myths Demolished: https://srl.cs.jhu.edu/pubs/SRL2003-02.pdf

ACLs Don't: http://waterken.sourceforge.net/aclsdont/current.pdf

ERights: https://erights.org

SPKI: https://theworld.com/~cme/html/spki.html
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