
Finding the Place 
Accessibility & SEO 
Happily Coexist



I am Carie Fisher
Sr. Accessibility Instructor & 
Developer at Deque

Hello!



Let’s plan 
our trip...



Search engine optimization 
(SEO) is a marketing discipline 
that focuses on making 
strategic changes to a website 
to increase the overall search 
engine ranking



Search Engine 
Optimization 

spending (in billion 
US dollars) for 

2008-2020



$650,920,000,000
estimated search engine optimization spending

total in the US from 2008 to 2020



Digital Accessibility (A11y) is 
about designing and building 
your digital offerings in such a 
way that regardless of a 
person’s mental or physical 
ability they could still interact 
with your website or app in a 
meaningful and equal way



1,116,300,000+
or ~15% of the world’s population

has some type of disability



User population of 
most popular 

internet browsers 
worldwide from 
2012 to 2017 (in 

millions)



Digital
Accessibility 

(A11y)

Search Engine 
Optimization 

(SEO)



Let’s 
explore...



Structure



◉ Build your website architecture & navigation in a 
clear & consistent way

◉ HTML page elements are important
◉ Think of <h1> tags as "second page title tags"
◉ Use real heading tags - do not fake with styles

Structure



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Rs3YpsnfoI&t=158


Links & 
Media



◉ Provide alternative ways to access your media
◉ Be consistent & accurate with file naming
◉ Write alt text like a human & not a robot
◉ Check your site for broken links
◉ Provide descriptive link text

Links & Media



https://docs.google.com/file/d/11ZumQRiY90hnJleukLllT7_5GJa33xvv/preview


Content



◉ Do not duplicate content
◉ Have multiple ways to find content
◉ Incorporate bullets, lists, & whitespace
◉ Use internal tagging links to group content
◉ Aim around the 9th-grade level for copy

Content





Content

Links & 
Media

Structure



Any questions?

You can find me on:
◉ Twitter & Medium @cariefisher
◉ Drupal & GitHub @cehfisher

Thanks!


