
 

Steam Cleaner vs. Carpet Cleaner: Which One Is 
Better for Deep Cleaning Your Home? 
Maintaining a clean home is important for both comfort and health. Two popular tools used 
for deep cleaning are steam cleaners and carpet cleaners but how do you know which is 
the right one for your needs? 

In this article, we’ll break down what each machine does, how they differ, and when it’s best 
to use them. 

What Is a Steam Cleaner? 

A steam cleaner uses high-temperature steam to clean surfaces. It heats water until it turns 
into steam, which is then released through a nozzle to loosen dirt, grease, and germs. 

Steam cleaners are commonly used on: 

● Tile and hardwood floors 
 

● Kitchen and bathroom surfaces 
 

● Mattresses and furniture 
 

● Upholstery such as couches and chairs 
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The heat from the steam is effective at killing many types of bacteria and germs, making 
steam cleaners a great choice for sanitizing without chemicals. 

What Is a Carpet Cleaner? 

A carpet cleaner, also known as a carpet shampooer, is designed to deep clean carpeted 
surfaces. It sprays a mixture of water and carpet detergent into the carpet, agitates the fibers 
to loosen dirt, and then extracts the dirty water. 

Carpet cleaners are ideal for: 

● Wall-to-wall carpeting 
 

● Area rugs 
 

● High-traffic zones 
 

● Removing stains from pets, spills, or mud 
 

Many carpet cleaners use a process called hot water extraction, which helps remove debris 
from deep within the carpet fibers. 

Key Differences Between Steam Cleaners and Carpet Cleaners 

Here's a quick comparison of the two: 

Feature Steam Cleaner Carpet Cleaner 

Uses steam only Yes No 

Uses water with detergent No Yes 

Effective on carpets Moderately Yes 

Effective on hard floors Yes No 

Kills bacteria and germs Yes Possibly 

Hot water extraction No Yes 

Dries quickly Yes No 

Steam cleaners are versatile and excellent for surface sanitization, while carpet cleaners are 
specifically built for deep cleaning carpets. 

When Should You Use a Steam Cleaner? 

Steam cleaners are a good choice if you want to: 



● Sanitize floors without chemicals 
 

● Refresh upholstery, mattresses, or car interiors 
 

● Clean hard surfaces like tile, vinyl, or sealed wood 
 

● Perform quick, frequent cleanings with short drying time 
 

They’re efficient for general maintenance and work well in households concerned about 
chemical exposure. 

When Should You Use a Carpet Cleaner? 

Choose a carpet cleaner if you need to: 

● Deep clean carpets and rugs 
 

● Remove embedded dirt or long-standing stains 
 

● Clean high-traffic areas or spots affected by pets 
 

● Restore carpets that haven’t been professionally cleaned in a while 
 

While carpet cleaners offer a more thorough clean for rugs and carpets, they require a 
longer drying period. 

Can You Use Both? 

Yes. Many homeowners benefit from using both machines. 

● A steam cleaner can be used weekly for routine cleaning and sanitizing. 
 

● A carpet cleaner is ideal for deep cleaning every few months. 
 

Using both keeps your home clean on the surface and deep within your carpets. 

How Much Do They Cost? 

The price depends on the type and features of the machine: 

● Basic steam cleaners typically range from $100 to $200 
 

● More powerful carpet cleaners can cost between $200 and $400 
 



● You can also rent a carpet cleaner from many local hardware or grocery stores if you 
only need it occasionally 
 

Renting can be a cost-effective option for deep cleaning without committing to ownership. 

What Does Quick Clean Carpet Care Recommend? 

Quick Clean Carpet Care, a trusted professional cleaning company, offers insight on when to 
use each type of cleaner: 

● Use steam cleaners for routine maintenance and sanitizing various surfaces 
 

● Use carpet cleaners or hire professionals for deep carpet cleaning 
 

● Treat spills and stains promptly to prevent permanent damage 
 

Quick Clean Carpet Care provides high-quality service with powerful equipment and 
experienced technicians, making carpets look and feel renewed. 

Tips to Keep Floors Clean Between Deep Cleanings 

Here are a few habits that can help maintain clean floors: 

● Remove shoes before entering your home 
 

● Vacuum carpets weekly 
 

● Blot spills as soon as they occur 
 

● Place mats at entrances to trap dirt 
 

● Use a steam cleaner regularly for light sanitization 
 

Consistent care can reduce the need for frequent deep cleanings. 

Final Thoughts 

So, which machine is right for you? 

● Choose a steam cleaner if you want an all-purpose cleaning tool that disinfects and 
handles a variety of surfaces. 
 

● Choose a carpet cleaner if your main concern is deep cleaning rugs and carpets. 
 



Both machines are valuable additions to your cleaning routine. Some homeowners invest in 
one and rent the other as needed. And if you’d rather leave the job to the professionals, 
Quick Clean Carpet Care is ready to help. 
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