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My First Map - Worthing



Reif Larsen, The Selected Works of T.S. Spivet

“ A map does not just chart, it unlocks 
and formulates meaning; it forms 
bridges between here and there, 

between disparate ideas that we did 
not know were previously connected. ” 
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London Squared Map

© 2015. After the Flood �5



1764 Map of Dagua River Region, 
Colombia
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1862 Map of Abe River Region
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“But I don’t make maps!”
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You can sell the best to 
anyone, and the worst just to 

those who deserve better.
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The more we consider, the 
better we will be



✓Context and the beauty of maps

• Real life clients

• Resources

• Tackling crazy projects

• Takeaways

Agenda
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Real Life Clients
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• Prototype

• Data shows various chemicals at 
various elevations under ground, in 
multiple locations

• Use spin plots to visualise the data on a 
3D map

The Brief
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• Cylinder for each data point

• Extruded edges 

• Colour scale

What is a Spin Plot?
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3D Map Showing Chemicals 
Underground
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Where do we start making a 
3D geospatial data 

visualisation?  
 

With the data.



�17

      "coords":{
         “lng": -93.31106031513241,
         “lat": 33.25493416782391
      },
      “elevation": 200,
      “name": "borehole0",
      "data":[
         {
            “Depth": 0,
            "SampleID": “FE33-22-s“,
            "SiteName": “afakeplace",
            "StationName": "E323",
            "Date": "7/3/14 0:10",
            "FillColor": "#bebada",
            "Color": "#40c5f4",            
            “Temp": 258.38934245
            "Basis": "Wet",
            "Matrix": "Soil",
            "Compound": "Fluoromethane",
            "Dilution": "1",
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[
   {
      "coords":{
         "lng":-93.31106031513241,
         "lat":33.25493416782391
      },
      "elevation":200,
      "name":"borehole0",
      "data":[
         {
            "Depth":0,
            "Temp":358.3896334748715
         },
         {
            "Depth":13,
            "Temp":803.5442435648292
         },
         {
            "Depth":26,
            "Temp":980.5161817930639
         },
         {
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Ok excellent, we have data. 
Now what?  

 
Figure out the tech.
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Three.js
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Equi-rectangular Projection
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You’re forgetting something…

Terrain
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Tiles from Mapbox
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Digital Elevation Model (DEM)
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QGIS
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✓Context and the beauty of maps

✓Real life clients

• Resources

• Tackling crazy projects

• Takeaways

Agenda
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Resources
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D3.js
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Three.js
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ViziCities
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Cesium
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Open Layers
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Mapbox
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Mapbox Studio
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Mapbox Online Editor



✓Context and the beauty of maps

✓Real life clients

✓Resources

• Tackling crazy projects

• Takeaways

Agenda
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“Crazy” Projects
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The Email

Hey, it is Tony Stark here. I was 
wondering if you could build me a HTML5 
JavaScript 3D WebGL product 
customisation tool for my Iron Man suits. 
They need to come in various colour 
varieties and it needs to work on phones. 
I have an open budget.

Thanks!
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✓Context and the beauty of maps

✓Real life clients

✓Resources

✓ Tackling crazy projects

• Takeaways

Agenda

�47



Takeaways
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• Maps are beautiful

• Context is important

• Take large projects as small chunks

• There are loads of amazing data vis 
projects

• There are fun projects to work on, learn 
on the job!



Thank You!

JS Summit 2016

@shanehudson

shanehudson.net


